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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE occaſion of this Letter ſhews 
itſelf. That the writer deſigned 

it for publication as little as the laſt he 
wrote to his Attorney, the reader of diſ- 
cernment will eaſily perceive. in truth, 
he neither took a rough draught, nor was 
at the pains of copying what he had 
written. the copy which he makes uſe 
of was taken by a youth for his inſtruc- 
tion before it was ſent by the poſt. 
What the writer thought of it and of 
himſelf, when he gave it to the printer, 
may be judged of from the motto, which 
occurred to him as proper for the title 
page: “out of the mouth of babes &c." 
at the ſame time he is not more conſc1- 
ous of his extreme inability to execute 
any taſk which requires the leaſt 
{ſtrength of body or mind, than ſenſible 
that enough is here liſped out to declare 
and vindicate the truth. His impotence 
is the plea he uſes to ſolicit the can- 
dour of the few who underſtand either 


language or argument. That wedge- 
A2 


( 


like faculty of penetrating the ſubject 
propoſed, or the reaſoning formed of 
it, or the language whereby that rea- 
ſoning is ſet forth, 1s aſtoniſhingly rare. 

He hath ſometimes fancied, that the 
Juſt definition of man is religious,” or 
* capable of religion. becauſe it may 
be queſtioned, whether other animals 


cannot reaſon. the more he knows of 


the religious world, the more he is in 
danger of queſtioning, whether all men 
can. Happily for mankind, to belive 
what Gop hath declared, in language 
plain enough for them to underſtand, 
falls within the compaſs of all who are 
concerned to have and exerciſe that 
faith and worſhip which He requires, 
ſimply as needful to their preſent and 
eternal welfare. And it ſeems to him, 
that nothing hinders this benign in- 
tention from taking place ſo much as 
the conceit, which the moſt ignorant 
and ſtupid fondly entertain, that they 
are capable of reaſoning about things 
the molt abſtruſe; and for the diſcovery 
of whicheven the notices given in Holy 
Scripture are inſufficient. Alas! when 
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will even wiſe men acknowledge, that 
the Goſpel of Jesus Cur1srT is all matter 
of fact, credible on Divine teſtimonys (fo 
circumſtanced as to aſſure * the pure in 
heart,“ that it is Divine;) and that you 
reject the teſtimony, and ceaſe to be- 
lieve, when you begin to reaſon, expect 
demonſtration, or deſire a proof? 
Agreeably to this conſideration, the 
ſimpleminded writer of this letter hath 
the pleaſure to reflect, that he never 
was guilty of ſubmitting any thing re- 
veled to the cogniſance of human rea- 


ſon: (Which is, in effect, hrs own appre- 


henſion of the matter;) much leſs of at- 
tempting to prove, from principles of 
human knowledge, that God cannot 
exiſt ſo or ſo: cannot do fo or ſo; or 
muſt act ſo and ſo: cannot require ſuch 
or ſuch things; or mult require ſuch and 
ſuch things: for inſtance, that He can- 
not or will not inflict everlaſting puniſh- 
ment: notwithſtanding what He hath 
threatened.* on the other hand, it hath 
ever appeared to him unſcriptural, un- 
warrantable and blaſphemous to ſay, 
that ourbell actions are Hell-deſerving:" 


1 


not only that the leaſt ſin deſerves 
to be puniſhed everlaſtingly, but even 
* that the leaſt wandering of thought, 
when the mind ſhould be full of awe, 
hath in it that malignity : is a fin 
of infinite demerit; and, being com- 
mitted againſt an infinite Being, lays 
the offender under the neceſſity of ſut- 
fering, and the Divine lawgiver. of in- 
flicting, endleſs puniſhment.' and he 
well remembers, ſo long agoe as he was 
an undergraduate at College, that, when 
learned diſputants turned the chair of 
Evangelic wiſdom into a ſtage of Polemic 
ſophiltry, he left them the moment they 
left their author, the word of Gop. 
Doth any one ſay, Hath the Chriſtian 
preacher no occaſion or caule to argue 
any point which is of Divine authority? 
Yes. frequent and great: againſt them 
who allow the words of the Great Char- 
ter of Salvation, and wreſt them. To 
ſhew, with all the exactneſs of argument, 
juſtneſs of compoſition, clearneſs, pre- 
ciſion and elegance of language and 
diſcourſe, which the ſubject on one 
hand deſerves, or on the other will 
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admitt of, What is reveled, What * the 
truth is in J=sus,” this Eſſayiſt, who la- 
ments his weakneſs and incapacity, 
judges to be a noble taſk. It grieves 
him, that of them who are qualified for 
the taſk ſo few are willing to undertake 
it. How eaſy were it for men of ſenſe 
and learning to handle and diſcuſs in a 
maſterly and graceful manner what hath 
fallen from his pen at random! He bleſ- 
ſeth Gop, that he hath ever been en- 
abled to keep in view that chief Pole- 
ſtar of the miniſterial function n une. 
( mas) > yiyeanrra: Qpoveiv. Accordingly he 
hath from early youth regarded the de- 
crees of human councils as dangerous 
weapons, rather than as a © helmet 
of ſalvation or breaſt-plate of righteou/- 
neſs,” as © the ſword of the Spirit or 


* © Divine (ſpiritual) protection. ſo he is led 
to underſtand Jain in the place referred to. 
Eph. 6. 10—18. ſuch as, he is confident (on ma- 
ture conſideration and long perſuaſion) i9maivor, 
Rom. 8. 30. manifeſtly imports. 

It is obſervable, that the Seventy render , 
Ja. 1. 17. © plead for,” defend, (old tranſla- 
tion) ſtrive for, vindicate, Iorcauwrare: likewiſe 
N, Pal. 35. 1. dixacoy. and the language of 


the Pſalms, 4. 1: 51. 16. (to mention two places 


* 
the ſhield of faith.” Honeſtly to ſpeak 
the truth; he could almoſt wiſh, that 
the Church of England were laid more 
open on the ſide of doctrine, and more 


ſheltered, pruned and purged, on the 
ſide of diſcipline. ' 


out of two hundred,) may give ſtrength to his 
conjecture. Nor is the New Teſtament without 
intimations of this kind. <« VUTKYTO 1x21ioouvny, Heb. 
11.33. © wrought righteouſneſs,” vindication, ſignal 
deliverance, {Phinehas, Joſhua, for example,) 
he thinks to be clear. r JN ig dinicuoouuns, 
2 Cor. 6. 7. ſeems to have ſomething in it pe- 
culiar. And he knows not how to interpret 
that very difficult and much tortured paſſage, 
John 16. 8, 9, 10, 11. if it will not admitt of this 
ſolution. He ſhall ſhew the world; how 
grievouſly they have ſinned, in rejecting Me: 
alſo, that My innocence and every pretenſion 
is vindicated; (when, in deſpight of their blaſphe- 


mous accuſation, it ſhall be manifeſt, that I am 


** THE SON or Gop:”) in that © all power is 
given unto Me in heaven and in earth:“ and 
finally, that, to render the vindication complete, 
„ I ſhall repay vengeance to My adverſaries ;” 
thoſe Princes of this world,” who are about 
to ** crucify the Loxp of glory :” (1 Cor. 2.8.) 
inaſmuch as * the FarHER hath committed all 
Judgement unto the Son.” The Spirit ſhall 
teſtify, by confirming the word with ſigns follow- 
ing, that it is I, which am ordained of Gop to 


be the Fudge of quick and dead.” 
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He judgeth it to have ever been the 
bane of true religion, * the teaching for 
Gofþel the doctrines of men.” This, of 
imputed righteouſneſs,” © the righteouſ- 
neſs of CuRISTH imputed to believers, 


But the ground on which he builds lies deeper, 


Suffering patiently, calmly and chearfully, in 


confidence of being ſuccoured or ſupported,” is 
almoſt the whole of Evangelical faith and prac- 
tice, even now. how much more at the pub- 
lication of the Goſpel! No ſtation then was 
exempt from the danger of ſuffering in the 
fleſh.” Some were more expoled than others. 
Aptly then might an Officer of diſtinction ſpeak 
with a kind of Martial air and Tyrtean ſpirit 
(Rom. 8. 28, &c.) of the Divine deſtination of choſen 
men to ſharp ſervice; the polt of preſent honour 
and of future glory: that Fipavo; Jnaiogivns, 2 Tim. 
4. 7, 8. that prize, or garland, of incomparable 
worth; that © glorious crown, which fadeth not 
away.” 

The connection between * ſuffering with 
CrrisrT and being glorified with Him“ is un- 
doubted. What then ſhall enable weak man 
to ſtand in the evil day?“ What, but the 
armour of Gor?” And, that this armour, which 
S. Paul recommends, conſiſts chiefly of fpectal 
grace, (ſo he would call Divine aid—whether 
counſel, courage, alacrity, vigour, conſtancy or 

atience, with confidence of receiving needful 
ſupplies of ſtrength and conſolation, - commu- 
nicated on the ſpot according to the exigence,) 


5 
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what is it? on what is this opinion 
grounded ꝰ on the teſtimony of St. Paul ? 
What hath He ſaid? That very ſpirited, 
acute, conliderate, polite, and bold 
Evangeliſt hath with juſt indignation, to 


may the rather be judged, becauſe he reſts the 
whole ſucceſs of this more than ordinary com- 
bat on the unwearied exerciſe of prayer.“ pray - 
ing always, with all prayer and ſupplication in 
the ſpirit; and watching thereunto with all per- 
ſeverance, and ſupplication for all Saints; in 
this very perillous ſituation. This ſituation, of 
homo debilis cum inſtructiſſimis copiis infenſiſ- 
ſimorum hoſtium compoſitus, iſque Dz1 cauſam 
agens, is ſurely, if any can be, nadus d:gnus 
Do vindice. The reader is intreated to try ſeri- 
ouily, how he can connect the being “ called to 
refit unto blood” in the cauſe of Jesus and the 
being more than conquerors” without this link 
of the chain, Divine COLES or vindication. 
* through Him that loved us.” It ſeems not 
impoſſible, that eig Jnouwe iy Song, Rom. 5 18. and 
not improbable, that di TH 01421901v ny, Rom. 
4. 25. hath this aſpect, certain it is, that this 
Divine interpoſition, ſuccour, vindication, in all 
parts and branches of it, engages all the attention 
and concern of this undaunted warrior and 
Commander from Rom. 8. 17—39. And well 
it might. For, when the * Soldier of Jxsus 
CuntsT'” was to march daily under the banner 
of the croſs in the front of the battle, need was 
there that he ſhould have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance 
of abiding under the ſhado of the Almighty.” 


(417 
the ſhame of the proud and arrogant 
fon of Abraham, ſhewn, (through the 
4th chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans; 
which turns wholly on this point;) that 
the heavielt load of paſt offences may 


Of this humanly forlorn condition Our LoRD 
forewarned his diſciples frequently: and before 
His departure talked largely to them of“ the 
Comforter, whom He would fend unto them; 
that, when tribulation came, they might be 
ſure of finding grace to help in time of need.” 
Either allo, when they are out of the thicket 
of controverſy, point almoſt all the paſtoral 
advices of all His Evangeliſts. Moſt ſolicitouſly 
do they adminiſter the comfort ariſing from this 
Divine 9:zaiwr.s. 1 Pet. 4. 12—19. affords a 
raemorable exhortation of this kind. 

The paſſage, which ſuggeſted the thought, 
that Inxioovn in the place referred to may pro- 
bably ſigniſy Divine protection, or vindication, 
is Ja. 59. 17. and it enters into the delign of 
this advertiſement, to put all who are capable 
of examining the ſacred volumes on conſulting. 
other verſes of the ſame Prophet, hans within 
a ſmall compaſs. ſuch are Ja. 45. 8, 24, 25: 
46. 13: 81. 6, 8: 54. 17: 61. 10: 832. 1, 2: 
63. 1. 1 who am bent on vindication.” and (to 
cite but one verſe more, out of fiſty,) 45. 23. 
The word is gone out of my mouth, (the thin 
1s reſolved and declared) irrevocably, (and ſhall 
be executed irreſiſtibly,) Vindication.” verbatim, 
© exivit ex ore meo Vindi#a verbum irrevocabile.“ 
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„„ 
be removed from the ſhoulders of the 
moſt corrupt idolater, ſay, the moſt im- 
pious wretch that ever trode the ground, 
(on true repentance; here ſuppoſed, as 
it ought to be fuppoſed, where it is out 


What is © a juſt Gop and a Saviour, v.21. © juft 
and having Salvation, Zech. g. 9. but * able 
effectually to protect, ſuccour, reſcue, vindicate 
His people, and ** maintain His own cauſe? What 
the Sun of r7ig/tcouſneſs” ſpoken of by Malachi, 
but Sol exoptatifſomus, ſalutem ſuis afferens ple- 


niſhhmam ?” 

The narrowneſs of ſome, who may be called 
bigots by conſtitution, 1s prodigious. What do 
they think of this line in Perfius? 

Vindictd poſtquam meus a Pretore receſſi. 
What of Rom. 6. 7. edi, rf ts o 179 G,, 
« freed from fin.” After that, can any tolerable 
ale of the words PT 11-1 Jucaiocbyn, , &c. ap- 
pear too remote from the original or uſual ſigni- 
fication? And is any more obvious than this? 
Is not 1 91, Acts 28. truely rendered ** vengeance?” 
And whether dien, & Jin, wdixos, ixdixnow, index, 
vindex, &c. and judex (as Jupiter from Ze; 
Toarig) be not all derived from n, MPT, iw, 
judicent eruditi. 

Quin & comma illud vexatiſſimum & peſſimè 
habitum, Ja. 42. 21. liceat hoc loco, quippe 
non valde alieno, expendendum doctis commen- 
dare. Vox Divina. niſi multùꝭm fallitur hic con- 


jector, fic le 1 5 4e TEHOVAH voluit, evdoxnce, 


gratioſè ſecum ſtatuit; atque oblectatur ſe, g. 
cipiens ea qu mox effecta dabit ; © quod 


( 13 ) 
of the queſtion;) as eafily as the lighter 
reckoning of the formal, ſcrupulous, 
ſuperſtitious, yet more inexcuſably ſin- 


ful Jew cancelled, by the finger of Gov, 
in conſideration of the immenſe burden 


vindifia ejus magnificabit laudem (MIN. Nihil ad 
rem n:“ fortiter ac ſapienter Houbigantius: 
uti ſperabat is qui hæc ludit;) magnificentiſhme:”” 
* quod in vindicandis ſuis egregiam vere laudem, 
victoriam reportabit ſplendidiſhmam.” qualem 
indicant cum quz jam dicta ſunt, tum que 
- deinceps ſunt dicenda capite ſequenti. Notatu 
dignum videtur, 7; v vel reperiſſe, vel pro com- 
perto habuiſſe, . nam ita efferunt prophetæ 
verba: Kugos Jede DN e ive ee 75 MEYGAUWN 
AINEZIN. 

As he thinks no authors ſo worthy of ſtudy 
as the Sacred, they who think with him, be 
hopes, will not be diſguſted at the mention of 
one paſſage more in a plalm of exquiſite beauty. 
Pſa. 45. 4. Good luck have thou; ride on, 
becauſe of the word of truth, and meekneſs, 
righteouſneſs: and thy right hand ſhall teach 
thee ſerrible things.” Such is the order, or ra- 
ther diſorder, of the words. the ſenſe of the 
clauſe in view apparently is this. Be thou 
active, couragious, valiant and ſucceſsful in the 
cauſe of Truth; in vindication of the oppreſſed.” 
ay humilis: whether humble or not. To fave all 
the meek of the earth” is indeed Princely, or 
Godlike. | 


Parcere ſubjectis, & debellare ſuperbog, 


C14 
laid on the Son of man: that the for- 
giveneſs needed by both is open to both; 
on the ſame condition; Faith in the 
Loxo JEsus: grounded, in one view, 
on His reſurrection, in another, on the 


The word Nin in this paſſage ſuggeſts ano- 
ther, (Pſal. 139. 14, 15.) which this writer hath 
long defired permiſſion of the Learned to read 
after this faſhion. 

mT by ut (, if it ſtand, he 
: Ter Ses > underſtands as Buxtorf. 
T2 PT *UD23 admiratione abripior.') 

: b Try ur 

The preſent reading, he apprehends, is inde- 
fenfible. Hy *v23 dew is him. fenſation, 
expectation, and the like affections belong to 
wa): whether underſtanding, knowledge, con- 
ſideration, may be doubted. the clauſe howſo- 
ever is defective. And my ſoul knoweth right 
well“! What by order of conſtruction —' them.” 
which ill ſuits verſe 6. Such knowlege is 
too wonderful for me.” Wherefore y ſounds 
to him © Thou kneweſt.” If any chuſe to read 
the laſt verſe firſt, it is his defire. as allo to place 
v. 14. before 13. The reader is deſired to ob- 
ferve the connection of the whole in that order: 
leaving out ' before 378; as having crept in 
from n >. 

Simili mendo i >> juxtà ſcripto, fi ſpectes 


ductum literarum, *>2; originem traxiſſe facile 


ſuſpiceris. primo ſcilicet verbum illud levi in- 
curia ſcriptum eſſe ubi non oporteret, tum in- 


E 
word of Gop. The rebuke is chiefly 
levelled at the preſumptuous conceit, 
that Circumciſion (including the obſery- 
ance of the ceremonzal law of Moſes) 
alone did, and that without it nothing 
could, ſet a man right in foro Divino. 
* Nay, but (ſaith the Apoſtle) it hath 
been ſhewn, “that a man is juſtified by 
Faith.” (it is added with peculiar ſignifi- 
cance, what had elſe been ſuperfluous,) 


felici cura parce detortum ſedem quaſi propriam 
uſurpalſe. Hoc ſi concedatur, reliqua erunt in 
proclivi. & poſtremos verſus ita reddideris com- 
modiſſimè: © Cum exteriora tum interiora cor- 
poris mei penitùs explorata & perſpecta habebas, 
quando &c.“ 

If this writer, who hath nothing in view but 
Truth, may be indulged in another conjecture, 
while this plalm is in hand; he requeſts the 
Learned to conſider, all prejudice apart, (which 
with ſome in the ſacred text is prodigious, ) 
whether 31 v. 1. be not owing to the overſight 
of tranſcribers. May it not be, that ſome one 
having written heedleſsly 5. for yr, words 
much alike, others ſaw the true word, and to 
prelerve this alſo, found a place for it in the 
clauſe foregoing ? or gave it a place in the mar- 
gin: whence it ſtole into the verſe. That the 
Pſalms abound with tranſpoſitions, omiſſions and 
immifſions, (interpolations are of deſign, ) is, in rea- 
ſon, undeniable. arbitrentur homines cordati. 
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** without the deeds of the (ceremonial) 
law:” that law, which ye prize un- 
duely: that law, which was not given 
to Abraham. who was juſtified before 
he was circumciſed. This, (the writer 
begs leave to ſay,) this inſinuation is 
clear. as clear as an intimation can be. 
For it were abſurd to imagine, that 
a Sinner, needing, acknowleging and 
claiming the benefit of the Redemption 
which is in Jxsus, hoping to be juſtified 
by Faith, becauſe he is a ſinner, and 
neither hath kept nor can keep the 
(perfect, moral) Law of Gop, ſhould 
ſtill be apprehenſive, that he cannot be 
juſtified by Faith, unleſs he have alſo 
kept (take it, if you pleaſe, or hence- 
forth keep) unfailingly the Law of Gop. 

When our Church profeſſeth, that 
te we are righteous before Gop only for 
the merits of our Lord and Saviour 
J=svs CHRIST ;“ how idly is it added 
* and not for our own works, or deſerv- 


ings!” unleſs this ſubſequent clauſe be 


taken as a reflection on the horrible 
pretenſions of the Phariſees of the 


Church of Rome. 


„„ 

Still is this remark gainſayed? (as 
doubtleſs it will be:) let it be obſerved, 
that the point 1s not argued: neither the 
conſtruction of the whole paſſage open- 
ed; only the reaſon of ſo interpreting 
the clauſe in queſtion intimated. * But 
is it not true, and doth not Paul affirm 
again and again, * that a man is juſtified 
without the works of the Moral Law? 
Moſt afſuredly. this declaration is one 
half of the Goſpel. But this 1s not the 
point. and the oftener he ſaith it elſe- 
where, and the more he inſiſts on it ex- 
preſsly, in language free from ambi— 
guity, the leſs need or reaſon is there 
to ſuppoſe, that he intends it here. 
That trick of fancying and haſtily judg- 
ing, that ſuch a point of doctrine which 
we delight in is mentioned wherever 
we could wiſh to find it, is a ſource of 
great deluſion. 

The religion of IEsus is a manly, ra- 
tional religion. The Goſpel propoſeth 
the nobleſt enterprize which man or 
angel can engage in: a conflict with the 
powers of darkneſs. and, praiſed be 
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8 
Goo! with all the impotence and relue- 
tance of fleſh and blood, it yields both 
abundant motive and ſufficient encou- 
ragement and ſtrength for the conflict. 
And, for what relates to the glad ti— 
dings of Salvation, as it imports recon- 
ciliation with GoD, no man ever yet 
doubted, whether the forgiveneſs of 
ſins be not exquiſitely grateful to the 
wounded Conſcience. To give the 
needful ſenſe of fin and danger, to 
break the obdurate heart, hic labor, 
hoc opus eſt: opus Deo dignum. © The 
ſtout-hearted, who are far from righte- 
ouſneſs,” will not eaſily be made to 
believe ſo as to tremble.” and to make 
them feel ſo as to grieve and “ weep 
bitterly,” (without which all is nothing,) 
Who, what is ſufficient for this taſk? 
Jrsus, the blood of Jesvs, the incarna- 
tion of the Word, the inſpiration of the 
Power, of Gop, theſe are the engines, by 
which only, if by theſe, the proud heart 
of man, that ſcornful, pitiful, groveling, 
aſpiring worm, can be brought down, 
and laid low, even to the duſt.” Every 
believer contends earneſtly, that there 
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(8-3 
is ſenſe and reaſon in this. and all be- 


levers agree in this confeſſion: other 
foundation can no man lay than that 


1s laid: which is Jtsus CHRIST.“ not 


ſo in the notion of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs. Here they differ widely. The 
nonſenſe grafted on that expreſſion 
*jultifying the ungodly,” (which is evi- 
dently “ forgiving iniquity, tranſgrel- 
tion and ſin;“ be it a life ſpent in idola- 
try;) ſome of them ſcruple not to ſay, 
1s equally horrible and incredible. The 
crude aſſertions (ſay they) grounded on 
that chimerical poſition, taken as de- 
viſed, © Gop juſtifieth the ungodly," 
are ſo unaccountable, that there is no 
reaſoning with men of that perſuaſion 
on that point. They confeſs, that they 
are ſtrangers to a religion of that ſtamp. 
they ſee nothing like it in the word of 
Truth. and the word of Truth, they 
profeſs and hope ever to ſhew, 1s as 
precious and as much the word of Lite 
to them as to their brethren. 

The Apoſtle, they are ſure, hath at- 
firmed, as clearly as words will permitt, 
that © not to impute fin” and © to im- 


( 20 ) 

pute righteouſneſs,” ab/olve, forgive, and 
conſequently take into favour and treat 
as children, on returning (and all have 
ſtrayed) like the prodigal ſon, is one 
and the ſame. And, for the caſe of 
Abraham, (if that mult for ever be called 
over,) nothing, they apprehend, can be 
more manifeſt (though the bleſſed James 
had not decided the controverſy moſt 
expreſsly,) than that his believing and 
obeying the call of Gor was one (com- 
plete) act of duty. * See'ſt thou, how 
belief wrought with his obedience; and 


by obedience was belief completed?“ 


Belief moved him to comply with the 
Divine command: and this compliance 
ſhewed that he believed the Divine pro- 
miſe. Be the virtue or grace of believ- 
ing any report, any teſtimony, any 
voice of any perſon, what 1t may; be 
the efficacy of belief in moving any 
man rated ever ſo highly; all the good. 
all the natural and moral good of it, in 
their judgement, (“ and they think alſo 
that they have the Spirit of Gop®” by 
His ſervant James to adviſe them,) lies 


in the being moved: to wit; which makes 
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_ * the righteous more excellent than his 


neighbour;” to do the Will of Gop. 
They obſerve with pleaſure, that this 


account of Faith ſtands firm as a cube. 


that no adverſary can find the leaſt flaw 
or handle in it to lay hold of. tota eſt 
teres atque rotunda. that this view 
of things leaves unbelief without ex- 
cuſe. if any man believes, he will 
do the Will of Gop' being no otherwiſe 
true then the reverſe: if any man 
will do the Will of Gop,” he will be- 
lieve.“ This, they are very ſure, is 
the perpetual language of the bleſſed 
JIxsus. 

Nothing, they pretend, (and they 
quote Divine authority, the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews by name,) can be ſpoken 
too magnificently of this Heaven-born, 
Divine Faith, or Faithfulneſs. And plain 
reaſon is there, (they go on to ſay,) 
why this living, active, obediential 
Faith ſhould be accepted : and nothing 
elſe. becauſe in this diſpoſition and 
devotion lies all that is acceptable in 
creature. and this muſt be accepted, 
or nothing, whether in man or angel. 


( 22 ) 
Baptiſm or circumciſion (they con- 
ceive) is acceptable on this ground, and 
none other. and the ſacrifice of Iſaac 
goes no farther. nay, and if a man 
give his body to be burned, and have 
not” a right principle, call it what you 
will, Paul tells us, what to think of 
him, and how he will be judged of by 


Almighty Gop. 


They alſo wiſh it were more con- 
ſidered, what it is which induceth any 
man to receive the Goſpel; or, which 
is the ſame, to hſten to the meſſage ct 
Salvation. Is it not becauſe it is a meſ- 
ſage of Salvation? ſalvation as well from 
his ſins, as from the puniſhment of 
them ? Then, ſay they, the point of for- 
giveneſs, intereſting and affecting as it 
is, O how piercingly joyful to the bro- 
ken hearted ! is not all their Salvation 
and all their deſire.“ 

And, whereas men of a ſcholaſtic 
turn of mind, preciſe without preciſion, 
have taken infinite pains to aſcertain 
the nature of Faith; (and with it the 


critical moment of juſtification;) ſome 
ſwelling it to a very complex notion, 
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of vaſt ſize and ſtrange dimenſions; 
others reducing it to a conceit almoſt as 
ſhadowy in moral reckoning as a point in 
natural; they could wiſh, that men, of 
whoſe good ſenſe in other reſpects they 
have no doubt, would ſuffer their minds 
to be opened to a more enlarged way 
of thinking. 

The writer, when he comes to this 
point, is ſenſible, quam difficili in loco 
verſetur; what prejudices and perverſe- 
neſſes he hath to contend with. And 
now he wiſhes earneſtly for that ſtrength 
of thought and clearneſs of argumen- 
tation, of which want of health deprives 
him. Yet, ſo much as it ſurpaſſes his 
might or {kill to urge his remonſtrance 
with the cogency of confutation, he 
doth not deſpair, from the clearneſs of 
the cauſe, to give ſome ſatisfaction to 
the unprejudiced, and ſome light to 
them who are rather unadviſed than 
prepoſſeſſed. The love of truth, (bleſ- 
ſed be God! if he have any quality 
worthy of eſteem, it is that; which he 
prizes as an unſpeakable gitt;') the love 
of truth, unleavened with party-ſpirit, 


E 


undebaſed with ſelfregard, gives him 
courage, almoſt equal to his deſire of 
ſapping the foundation of bigotry, ani- 
moſity, bitterneſs and rancour. 

With all his deſires and endeavours, 
he may think incoherently, and talk 
wildly, to the detriment of the truth, 
through the infirmity of his fleſh. and 
the fear of this miſcarriage grieves him 
ſorely. but thus he argues. To Him 
who ſearcheth the heart all hearts are 
open. The Lorp knoweth them who 
are his. and He rateth every man 
accordingly. Is any diſpoſed to do the 
Will of Gop, in ſuch meaſure as it is 
made known to him; is he deſirous of 
inſtruction, and inclined to liſten to the 
voice of Gop, for his ſoul's health; 
what hinders, that we ſuppoſe him to 
be of the number of Gob's elect? It 
matters not, what meaſure of the Spirit 
is needful, and hath been given, to 
bring him to this temper. it is admitted 
and ſuppoſed, that he hath been led, 
ſo far as he hath been led in the way of 
truth, by the Spirit of Gop, the Spirit 
of truth and purity. Here then, as it 
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ſeems, the cauſe reſts. To this temper 
he is brought. in this ſtate he 18. Now, 
being in this ſtate, though he committ 
many treſpaſles againſt the law of Gop, 
and think verily, that he ought to do 
many things contrary to what Gop hath 
reveled to others, yet, foraſmuch as 
he doth it zgnorantly, through unbelief; 
(not having that © meaſure of faith, 
which is knowledge, Rom. 12. 4. yet 
dealt to him;') may we not account 
him a veſſel of mercy, fitted for ſalva- 
tion'? 

Deſert is out of the queſtion. the 
point is, whether Gop regard the dif- 
ference of moral character. (For, that 
there 1s a difference of moral character 
in © them that are without, who will 
gainſay?) And, if this be acknowleged, 
there 1s an end of the conteſt. If this 
be denied; (ſo that, though the differ- 
ence be allowed, it {hall avail only to 
the abatement of endleſs miſery;) it is 
aſked moſt preſſingly, Human autho- 
rity apart, the reaſon” and we plead 
the Scriptures and the mercies of Gop” 
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8 

with confidence. Is this a delicate ſub- 
ject? and am I taken up (doth he ſay) 
with Ly Years T21)T Ewa COUTUOTING ; I anſwer, 
with that Attic Patriot, „ PA a. ne 
cenſeo quidem. ſentio tantum. et ea 
quz ſentio jamjam audacter effari ſubit. 
May it not be preſumed of ſuch a man, 
without derogation to the Redemption 
which is in JEsus, nay, by virtue of 
the Redemption which is in JEsvs, that 
* his name 1s written in the book of 
life? that, whatever he ought to think 
of himſelf, and will think of himſelf, 
when he knoweth himſelf, neither hath 
he cauſe to abandon himſelt to deſpair, 
nor believers warrant to pals ſentence 
on him? May they not rather pleaſe 
themlelves with the hope, that, though 
he have not taſted, that the LORD is 
gracious, yet he is an object of His 
compallon and * long-ſuitering, Who 
knoweth whereof we are made, and 
winketh at ignorance unavoidable? 

And therefore on this ground of rea- 
ſoning he advances farther, and re- 
marks, that it doth not ſeem reaſonable, 
that all who receive the ſame meſſage, 


„ 
taken in the ſame reſpect, ſhould be 
affected in all points equally as others. 
and that for this plain reaſon: * they are 
not all in the ſame condition. to ſpeak 
a plain truth boldly; * they are not all 
ungodly. not in the degree that the 
Jews ſuppoſed Abraham to have been 
ungodly. no, not in any degree. Surely 
he who liſtens to the voice of Gop, 
reach it him ever to confuſedly, is not 
in truth, poſitively and abſolutely, un- 
godly: however the Jews who called 
all other nations © ungodly,” and * ſin- 
ners“ xar x39, might be pleaſed to ſtyle 
him ſo. Away with ſuch a blaſphe- 
mer! He hears the cry of the multi— 
tude; that multitude, of various com- 
plexions, characters and denominations 
which pique themſelves on their Or- 
thodoxy; and begs not to be condemned 
unheard. Patience he intreats, while 
with all the affection and ſolicitude 
of a grateful member and faithful mi- 
niſter of the Church of England he 
humbly ſubmitts that ground of diſtinc- 
tion which he hath mentioned (earneſtly 
| D 2 


4 

deſirous of being convinced and con- 
victed of error and temerity, if he be 
miſtaken in what he begs leave to 
ſubmitt) to the deeper conſideration 
of ſo many of his Brethren or Superiors 
as ſhall give themſelves the trouble of 
peruſing his animadverſions. 

If then a man of no unfriendly ſpirit, 
who ſeeks truth ardently and warily in 
all religious enquiries, who takes plea- 
ſure in profeſling, that he abhorrs that 
* knowledge which puffeth up, and de- 
lights in that charity, which edifieth, 
may be permitted to think aloud, he 
would ſay, as he hath often thought 
with himſelf; that all have not led the 
ſame hfe, have not the ſame ſentiments, 
are not in the ſame ſtate, when they 
receive the knowledge of the Goſpel. 


that all are ſinners: not all equally. 
For inſtance; the famous Indian Prieſt, 


lately converted to the faith of Chriſt, 
had he not gradual openings of the 
truth in his heart, long before the light 
of the Goſpel ſhone clearly to him? 
Joy then, we may ſuppoſe, and his hiſ- 
tory aſſures us, joy (as with the Theſla- 


( 29 ) 
lonians and other idolaters of old,) fi 


ted his heart, in much greater meaſure 
than anguiſh or aſtoniſhment, when he 


became well acquainted with the 


counſel of Gop concerning the Salva- 
tion of Man. 

To wave all conſideration of what 
may be the ſtate of ſome at preſent in 
Heathen countries, when the Goſpel 
reaches them; and to confine our ob- 
ſervation to what occurs in Scripture- 
hiſtory; and out of great variety to 
mention two perſons only; the ſtate of 
a Zaccheus and of a Cornelius 1s widely 
different. Zaccheus probably was a 
Jew, who had enriched himſelf by op- 
preſſion and extortion, as a publican: 
Cornelius, though a Gentile, was © de- 
vout, and prayed to Gop alway.” Zac- 
cheus was to be © recovered out of the 
ſnare of the Devil:“ Cornelius to be led 
onward in the path of duty. Both in- 
deed were to be ſhewn their wretched- 
neſs by nature, without both the aids 
and indulgences of Divine grace. but 
to awaken, quicken, heal © the ſlave 
of corruption” was quite another thing 


3 


from giving abundant conſolation, in- 
ſtruction and encouragement, to * the 
child of Gon.” 

They who make Sanctification a dil- 
tinct affair from Juſtihcation, and al- 
ways and altogether ſubſequent, might 
do well to confider——* the reaſon of 
the thing? Yes. that would ſave a deal 
of idle conjecture and fruitleſs diſquiſi— 
tion. but, as they would hardly have 
entertained ſuch a conceit, it they had 
not made a wrong eſtimate of particular 
caſes, and as fire draws out fire, they 
might be cured of their miſtake by 
poring a little over the cafe either of 
Cornelius or of Zaccheus. Or, if this 
does not clear the point, let them view 
Cornelius in compariſon with another 
Heathen, abandoned to his luſts and 
pafſions; ungodly, (in another manner 
and meaſure than Abraham appears 
ever to have been,) unchaſte, unjuſt. 
How differently will the ſame Goſpel 
ſound to one and to the other! And 
where does that difference he? In the 
men. And to what 1s that difference 
owing ? Is it not to the purity and piety 
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of the one; or to the impurity and im- 
piety of the other? And is not the dif- 
ference conhderable? How was it with 
the two thieves who were crucifhed 
with Jesus? Doth not all faith depend 


on the preparation of the heart? And 
while this diſpoſition remains on one 
ſide and indiſpoſition on the other, will 
not their feelings, and your applica- 
tion, in reaſon, differ accordingly ! 
Was it to be expected, was it fit, 
that a Cornelius ſhould tremble as a Fe- 
lix, at the molt ſevere diſcourſe of the 
nature and neceſſity of © righteouſneſs 
or temperance,” or at the moſt aweful 
difplay of © a Judgement to come?” 
Certainly, not. Were perſons of cha- 
racters fo oppoſite, as oppoſite as light 
and darknels, to be addreſſed in the ſame 
manner? Surely, not.. A different caſe 
requires different treatment. Accord- 
ingly they whole diſpoſition and way 
of life was different were treated diffe- 
rently. And their converſion, or the 
change wrought in them by the effuſion 
of Divine light, is differently ſet forth 
in Holy Scripture. This 1s true of them 
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who receive the Goſpel of Cuxis r. All 
are not in a ſtate to receive the Goſpel: 
not being * diſpoſed to eternal life.” 
Hence that complaint and remark of the 
great Evangeliſt of old: * if our Goſpel 
be hidden, it 1s hidden to them that 
are loſt. in whom the God of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them who 
believe not: leſt the light of the glori- 
ous Goſpel of Cuxisr, Who is the 
image of Gop, ſhould ſhine unto them.“ 
2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. Such was the deſperate 
condition of a Felix. 

Taken then or now, how can it be 
ſuppoſed to happen otherwiſe, than 
that ſome ſhould be wholly changed by 
the light of the Goſpel, others in part? 
Let the authentic records of the firſt 
converſions be examined thoroughly 
for information. Some were * dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins,” when the tidings 
came, * that a great prophet 1s riſen up 
among us.” and Faith in CHRIST was 
the firſt action which fhewed, that they 
were © alive from the dead.” Of this 
number probably was Zaccheus; as 
well as the penitent thief. (not that he 


y 

by, was unawakened, when the bleſſed Jesus 
1 * came that way. the work of the 
7 Spirit was begun, the day had dawn- | 


ed” with him before.) Others, both 
Jews and Gentiles, believed in Gon, 
and feared him, time paſt; and deſired 
to know and to do His Will. They are 
not now * to have their eyes opened: 
neither need they *© to be turned from 
darkneſs to light.“ * the day-ſtar hath” 
it may be long eer this ariſen in their 
hearts.” The Goſpel doth not put them 
into quite another ſtate. it alters their 
| condition greatly; doth not change it 
I entirely. | 

1 The religion of Ixsus is not altogether 
a new thing to them. the name of x- 
| sus is. The mention of a Saviour is 
2 prodigious, of ſuch a Saviour, and of 
ſuch Salvation! This diſcovery en- 
larges their proſpect beyond meaſure. 
it opens a new ſcene to them. it en- 
lightens and gladdens them as the Sun 
clear ſhining after rain.“ the fight 
and ſenſe of what they perceive, and 
enjoy as their own, fills them with 


aſtoniſhment and exultation. 
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Who feel their wants will eaſily believe: 
Pardon the humble thankfully receive. 
Pardon obtain'd, devotion is the fruit ; 
Love is the ſpbirit, gratitude the root. 
See, where the force of love hath paved the way, 
Who ſinned moſt the foremoſt to obey. 
Zaccheus thus declar'd his ſenſe of fin : 
The brighter flame ſhew'd ſtronger fire within, 

Some need repentance more; all *light Divine. 
Is there who would with greater luſtre ſhine ; 
Who hails the faint and thinly ſcatter'd ray ? 
On him is pour'd meridian blaze of day. 
Cornelius drank, Cornelius thirſted more: 
A well of life ariſes at his door. 

He who refines and faſhions human hearts 
To various perſons various gifts imparts. 
The ſordid wretch is purged of baſe deſires ; 
The meek to greater lowlineſs aſpires. 
Each, as he eyes the Lok p with face unveil'd, 
Perceives more ſenſibly, wherein he fail'd. 


becomes every day, all his life long, 
more penitent, more humbled, more 
thankful, more joyful, more dutiful, 
more affectionate, more zealous, more 
fearful, more careful; more grieved 
for paſt offenſes and miſchievous ex- 
ample, for © negligences and igno— 
rances,” innumerable, inexcuſable, in- 
tolerable, for floth and idleneſs, for 
every folly or levity which hath eſcap- 
ed him; and more deſirous of being 
exemplary and uſeful for the future. 
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( 38 ) 
With penſive ſtep, yet eager pace, they run: 
Think all is naught, while aught remains undone, 
Jes vs the leader holds the ſhining prize: 


Jesvs, their King, their Prieſt, their Sacrifice. 
Enraptur'd with the thought of matchleſs love, 


They ſpurn the joys of ſenſe, and long to be above. 
If this ſubject be nearly ſo pleaſing to 


the reader as 1t 1s to the writer, he will 
gladly dwell with him a while on theſe 
conſiderations. What is irreligion, in 
the ſource, but the malignity of hu- 
man nature? What is religion, conſi— 
dered as a principle, ſo far as it pre— 
vails, but the bettering of men's minds 
and manners? Whatever doth this in 
any meaſure hath in it the character of 
true religion. What doth or is quali- 
fed to do it perfectly in all reſpects, 
without abatement or depravation, 1s 
abſolutely pure. Is the knowlege of 
Gop, of the Goſpel of CurisrT, is Faith 
in the Lorp Jesus requiſite to the ob- 
taining of this rare temperament, of 
this excellence of virtue, this bleſſed- 
neſs of ſpiritual condition? Then 1s 
this acquiſition the pearl of great 


price”. and every ſtep leading to the 
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diſcovery of it is of uſe, and to be ac- 
counted as ſo much gained. and the 
accompliſhment of all which man can 
wiſh for on this fide the grave, and 
the preſage and foretaſte of all he can 
enjoy on the other, 1s a clear and com- 
prehenſive, vital and experimental 
knowlege of the Truth, as it is in 
JEsus. 

* Art thou a behever, my brother ? 
and doſt thou © love the Lox D J:svus 
in fincerity ?” Then thou wilt find, thou 
haſt found more pith and marrow, 
more juice and nouriſhment, in two or 
three ſuch texts as theſe, This is life 
eternal, to know Thee, &c.” © Bleſſed 
are the poor in ſpirit: &c.” * Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart: &c.” © Be ye 
followers of Gon, as dear children.” 
Be ye merciful, as your Father which 
is in Heaven is merciful.” „and walk 
in love, as CHRIST alſo hath loved us:“ 
&c. than in all the voluminous Com- 
mentaries and Inſtitutions of Luther, 


Calvin, and all their followers. Or. if 


thou needeſt for ſolace, or deſireſt for 
entertainment. to inlarge thy under- 


= 
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ſtanding, ſharpen thy apprehenſion, 
quicken thy reliſh of Divine things, to 
gladden, expand, and fire thy heart, 
the breathings and glowings of human 
ſpirits, which have trodden the narrow 
path before thee, and * through ait 
and yatience inherit the promiſes,” take 
a page of Shaw or Scougal; (*and will 
they humble thee too? for that thou 
ſeekeſt.“ Ah thy falſe heart, my bro- 
ther! if they do not;) thoſe © burning, 
ſhining lights; which © held forth the 
word of Life“ with unclouded, unſul- 
lied luſtre. Or, if the fervour of theſe 
{ſpiritual writers do not enhven thee 
for Heaven ahd deaden thee to the 
World enough, or if thou art deſirous 
of flame or fuel for devotional offices, 
the ardours of a Ken will try, what 
metal thou art of. 

What 1s the fond amuſement, (this 
writer mentions freely and affection— 
ately, with the tendereſt concern, what 
extravagances he hath obſerved ; and 
which it hath often given him pain to 
obſerve, attended with effects in ſome 
moſt pitiable, in ſome deteſtable : but, 


0 
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1 

admitting the truth of every poſition and 
expreſſion,) what is the ſoothing charm 
of thoſe favourite notes, * the righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST, © a whole Saviour, 
© the finiſhed work on the Crofs,' © the 
plerophory of Faith, the faithfulneſs 
of Gop, a Covenant ordered in all 
things and ſure'; What that diſmal 
ditty © A choice drop of honey from 
the Rock CHRIST ;“ &c. &c. to ſuch 
{trains of manly ſenſe and angelic taſte 
as theſe ? © Happineſs, Heaven is no- 
thing elſe but a perfect conformity, a 
chearful compliance of all the powers 
of the ſoul with the Will of Gor. ſo 
that as far as a godly ſoul is thus con- 
formed to Gop, and filled with His 
fulneſs, fo far is he glorified on earth.“ 

* Therefore, Chriſtians, if you will 
make a judgement of your ſtate, lay 
your hearts and lives to the rule, THE 
ETERNAL GOODNESS, and ſee, whether 
you reſemble that copy. For confor- 
mity to the image and Will of Goo, 
that is religion. and that Gop will own 
for His likeneſs: when all the counter- 
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feits and ſhadows of it will fly away, 
and diſappear for ever.” 
Quanto rectiùs hic, qui nil molitur inepte ! 
This 1s the language of Shaw, in his 
IMMANUEL. And Scougal hath adopted 
ſome of it in that ſweet treatiſe, © The 


life of Gov in the ſoul of man.“ where, 


after other like touches copied from 
the ſame hand, he cloſes the paragraph 
with that bold profeſſion of his elder 
Brother, a little ſoftened : would rather 


fee the real impreſſions of a God-like nature 


on my Soul, than have a viſion from Hea- 
ven ; or an angel ſent to tell me, that my 
name is enrolled in the book of Life. 

Now, that Shaw 1s wordy, and apt to 
abound in figures or to dwell on them 
too much; or, that you need not em- 
brace every point which he maintains as 
true and evangehcal; hinders not, that 
he was a pure and perfect Chriſtian, 
and (taken in the whole of his charac- 
ter) a ſincere and faithful Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, as ever was. Add what 
may ſeem wanting of the penetrative 
{kill, fine reaſoning, chaſte manner of 
a Butler, and ſurely nothing can be 


64060) 


expected or deſired more exact and 
finiſhed in the ſchool of JIEsus. 

This, this“ good fruit” is the grain, 
which the wiſe and virtuous ſeek for. 
the reſt 1s chaff or muck or rubbiſh. 
No morality, no religion,“ ſaith Mr. 
Venn excellently well, © where the Gol- 
pel 1s offered, can be acceptable to God, 
but that which 1s exerciſed in entire 
dependance upon JESUS CHRiIsT; which 
proceeds out of a believing, humble 
heart, and conſiſts in conſtant exerciſe of 
all thoſe tempers, towards the world, our 
felloꝛo- creatures, and our God, "which were 
in Chriſt Jeſus. | Complete Duty of 
Man, p. 374. 

The writer hath ſome where met 
with this fling at hoodwinked Goſpellers: 


« For empty ſubtilties let fools contend : 
Faith is the mean, Obedience is the end.“ 


«© He who cometh to Gor muſt believe 
that He 1s, and that He 1s the rewarder 


of them who diligently ſeek him.” Heb. 


11. 6. Looking unto Jrsus, the au- 
thor and finiſner of faith”: Heb. 12. 2. 
who hath led the way, reached the goal, 
and now diſpbenſethi the crown of life to 
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them © that obey Him“: T7 vrautzry 
Zr: that follow His ſteps.“ looking 
for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great Gop and our 
Saviour JIESsus CnRi1sT : Who gave Him- 
ſelf for us; that He might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify to Himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Tit. 2. 13, 
14. Without the Scriptures I might 
have ſuppoſed, that there would be a 
Judgement hereafter: wherein every 
man ſhould be treated in a manner ſuit- 
ed to HIS REAL CHARACTER. | Walker's 
Sermons, vol. 1. p. 335. | What need 
then of THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST; 
as vulgarly underſtood? The good Mr. 
Shepherd ſaw cauſe above 120 years 
agoe to bid men beware of © making a 
dijhclout of the righteouſneſs of CHRIST.“ 
[Sincere Convert, laſt page.] Quid ſi 
vidiſſet — 

Surely it were eaſy to ſhew, and the 
writer thinks it needful to remark, and 
ſufficient to note briefly, that the now 
vulgarly received notion of that cele- 
brated appellation of Iſrael in one 


place, and of Jeruſalem in the other, 
F 


1 


(Jer. 29. 6: 33. 16.) proceeds from a 

groſs miſnomer. It ſeems to him to be 

ſtrangely imagined, that the LoxD 
(Jesus) is ſpoken of as to be called 
* our righteonſnels;” when it is ſaid, that 
Jeruſalem, and Iſrael hkewile, “ ſhall be 

called Tux Lord OUR RtGHTtOUSNESS:” 
Judicial righteouſneſs: more intelligibly, 
vindication:; or, if you pleaſe, juſtification : 

which is, (for reaſons well known to 
the learned and to every intelligent 

reader,) juſliſier; judge, avenger, deliverer, 
SAVIOUR. as the context abundantly 
demonſtrates. Latine dixeris © IE HO VA 

Vindex ſeu Stator noſter.“ quemadmo- 

dum The /trength of Iſrael, 1 Sam. 15. 

29. (vittory in the margin,) JT OVA 

* Victor, (doctiſlimus Spencer Vrium- 

phator) Vrachs:” Romanorum more, 

Feretrius. 


* The Perſon by whom, as alſo the manner 
in which the great deliverance, the ** everlaſting 
righteouſnefs,” here. typified was to be accom- 
pliſhed, is ſet, forth, at large by Iſaiah, in the 

53- cha 19 555 of his prophecy. eſpecially at the 3 

11. verſ; Wynn Kc. which ſeems to import 8 

| thus much. By taking diligent cogn: tfance (lee 

4 | Plah, 1. 6. &c. &c.) of the pitiable condition 
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That the vulgar interpretation of the 
* prophetic word' was not always in 
faſhion, even hnce Luther or Calvin 
bare ſway among us, may be judged 
from what is ſaid in the Dictionary of 
Wilſon and Simpſon on the word 
* righteoufneſs.” Go fo called: Who 
is righteoufnefs itfelf; and the author of 
all righteouſneſs in others.” Riglit. (ſaith 
this writer:) this is, in effect, the inter- 
pretation I contend for. For What is 
the cauſe? Righteouſneſs. and Who are 
our adverſaries in the cauſe? *The 
enemies of all righteouſneſs.” and 
Who is our Advocate, Avenger, or de- 
liverer? JEsus. and What is our deli- 
verance? Spiritual. and How doth He 
deliver us? by the Word and Spirit: by 
F 2 


of ſinful mortals with the moſt compaſſionate 
regard ſhall my tenderhearted Envoy ſuccour 
and “ ſave to the uttermoſt them that come 
to Me by Him; even ſuffering for them. 

* The Son of man came not to be miniſtered to; 
but to miniſter :; even to give His life a ranſom 
for many.” op was in Cxx1srt, reconciling 
the world unto Himſelf; not imputing their 
treſpaſſes unto them.” | 


(-44 7] 


faith and love © cleanſing us from all un- 
righitcouſncſs. from all ſin. really: not 
Judicrally; as S. John ſeems to have in— 
tended. (nor let any caviller ſay, that 
this writer intends Perfection.) © Gop is 
with all confidence to be rehed on. 


He will not ſuffer us to be tempted 


above that 'we are able: but will with 
the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape ; 
that we may be able to bear it.“ The 
being delivered by Gon out of all whe- 


ther temptations or tribulations hath this 


final iſſue, purification. In this com- 
prehenſive ſenſe, as it appears to him, 
* Gop juflifieth YT) His elect.” Rom. 8. 
* Is any thing too hard for GOD?“ 5er. 
32. 27. His words are acts. and as 
72" (word) paſſes current for ing, the 
Divine procedure is often ſignified by 
forenſic terms; expreſſive of a kind of 
verbal proceſs. Places of this kind 
are too obvious to need mentioning. 
Luckily the margin at Ifa. 50. 8, 9. re- 
ferrs to Rom. 8. 32, 33. That inſtances 
of behaviour the fartheſt imaginable 
from any thing judicial ſhould be Jo 
ipoken of, hath nothing new in it, 
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It is rather ſurpriſing, that ſo many, 
through inattention, wonder at phraſes 
and figures of ſpeech, as ſtrange and 
unaccountable, in ancient, Eaſtern wri— 
ters, when all countries at all times have 
had the ſame, in leſs meaſure, and we 
may obſerve the ſame every day at 
home. How familiar is it with us, for 
inſtance, to call hurting any perſon 
or thing by accident * doing an injury 
or a prejudice! There appears to be 
no more neceſſity of ſuppoſing Paul to 
have had in view ſome act of judicature, 
in the place referred to, than our 
Lord, when He aſſured His diſciples, 
that © nothing ſhould by any means 
hurt them.“ a, tua; pi AAIKHEN. |] 

His dulneſs, he confelleth, is inſuper- 
able, if he be in an error, when he pro- 
feſſeth his aſtoniſhment, that ever thoſe 
words, conſtrue them how you will, 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs” ſhould 
be deemed equivalent to © The Lorp 
His righteouſneſs 1s ours.” Rather, he 
apprehends, they are as like as the caſe 


will admitt to a phraſe which occurrs 


in a Pſalm of thanks for temporal deli- 


1 


verance; Fſal. 92. 15. © The Loxp my 
firength.” * S 


And again, P/al. 1 44. 1. Or may he venture 
fo ſay, that the next verſe furfiiſhes 4 word ex- 
actly ſimilar? NN: well tranflated of old ty 

; with a marginal intimation, mer: not 
ſo well rendered ſince, my goodneſs.” unleſs it 
be underſtood as © Who art good to me.* as we 
ſay, my Lob“; Who art dear and kind to me.” 
And this interpretation equally ſuits ** our righ- 

neſs”: taken as Who is righteous; juſt, and 
conſequently (as he helpeth us againſt the ene- 
my) gracious to us. | 
| The truth is, &, taken in its origin, eſpeci- 
ally when ſpoken of Gop, very nearly corref- 
ponds, with greater both energy and flexibi- 
lity of fignification, to nga: which includes 
voie as the motive. © The providence of Thy 
neſs” (in the Litany of the Church of Eng- 
land) declares the force of it entirely. On this 
character of The moſt High all hope in Him is 
grounded, all petitions formed. As another 


Collect ſoon after, analogous to the former, in- 


dicates. that—we may put our whole truſt 
and confidence in Thy mercy”. And the object 


of this inexhauſtible loving-Aindneſ and Divine 


protection (which ineludes almighty power, in- 
flexible juſlice, impartiality, irreſiſtible vindication) 
is accordingly called in the ſame language Ter. 
who is alſo ſuppoſed to be deeply jenfible of the 
care and protection of His Heavenly Father. 
In like manner, as it appears, from Yu, vundi- 
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This writer hath ever marvelled with 
great concern, that even they who un- 
derſtand the original languages ſhauld 
in numberleſs places of the Bible be 
led away with the lure of ſound, or 


cation, ſalvation, comes Dv. taken paſſively, 
vindicated, ſaved. Pſal. 97. 12: 118. 20. &c. 

This chief and ruling ſenſe of the word on 
appears, under various aſpects, in very many 
places. a few ſhall be mentioned, to exctte 
the curioſity of the reader. Pfal. 16. 10: 62. 12: 
85. 10: 86. 2: 89. 25: 101. 1: 145. 10. 
Prov. 20. 28. n in perfection, it may be ſaid, 
goes near to finiſh the character of a perfect Go- 
vernor. On the other hand it may be ſaid, that 
* a king fitting in the feat of judgment, and 
ſcattering away all evil with his eyes, Prov. 20. 
8. is the image of n (Mercy) in perfection. 
From this fruitful ſource, of Love and Parental 
concern for the welfare of others, what may not 
ſpring? will not attention, aſſuduity, ge $A (of 
the beneficiary likewiſe, in the reciprocal offices 
of devotion, ) punctuality; whether in promiſe (oath N 
or performance? Inſtances of this uſe of the wor 
are very frequent. Iſa. 5. 3. is the moſt memo- 
rable. and it is obſervable, that the Seventy 
ule 75 (which indeed differs little in found, ) 
in all theſe caſes, of which the margin of large 
Bibles at Acts 13. 34- aſſures the Enghth reader. 
Ocia rica (it is no preſumption, to fay) is Set 
rid: YEN cultor aſſiduus; n 85 parcus et 
infrequens': tum qui pen nihil habet, quid 


Wa 


yield to the force of habit, in reading 
the preſent (in many reſpects inimita- 
ble) Engliſh tranſlation. A ſpecimen 
or two, beſide what hath been menti— 


dixerit egeritve. Pſal. 49. 1. e. ** Give 
ſentence with me,” the old Tranſlation, “and 
defend my caule”. happily ſo far: poorly and 
perverlely afterwards, ** againlt the ungodly peo- 
ple.” aptly the Seventy. TEN No Oat 1 
EIvus 2% COU * from a failllefs nation'——* a 
gente parum pid, (perfudd, perjurd,) a viro doloſo 
et pravo, eripe me. So manifeſt is the notion 
of the word , here very caſually and briefly 
mentioned, not fully or clearly ſet forth, (which 
requires large explication,) that the writer of 
theſe curſory remarks hath long perſuaded him- 
ſelf, that there is not a clauſe where it occurrs, 
no, not Ila. 43. 5. nor even Lev. 20. 17. which 
is not eaſily reducible to this interpretation, in 
genere. Prov. 14. 34. hath not the leaſt ſhadow 
of difficulty. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: 

* yea, Mercy in a people is better than Sacrifice. 
Prov. 25. 8, 9, 10. ſeem to be disjointed and 
ill tranſlated. The g. and 10. verſes may be 
connected thus: Diſcover not a lecret to ano- 
ther; leſt he that heareth it“ do thee the ſame 
kindneſs; play thee the ſame trick; and what 
thou haſt blabbed unadviſedly never be recall- 
ed. M Tr, Lev. 20. 17. hath much the ap- 
pearance of Piaculum ] res eſt procuratione, 
piaculo digna: vel, quod perinde eſt, res facra, 
* it is an execrable thing. 
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oned,* relative to the ſubje& in hand, 
may be of uſe to prevent raw ſcholars 
from being duped by unlearned or in- 
judicious, ſuperficial, flimſy expoſitors. 
1 Cor. 15. 34. © awake to Tghteouſneſs :* 
what 1s that? evil dine awake 
righitcouſiy i. (old tranſlation:) awake, 
as ye ought to do.' awake thoroughly. 
Heb. 12. 11. XZETY Eg1/I%9v aTodiows: 
90 uns. What is that? May it not be 
Elenvnv, Ws X%pTO THE, Oixciov, (N 8 N. ale) arodidury ? 
“in due time it yieldeth Peace, as the 
natural effect of ſuch treatment, when 
taken kindly.” beter, (25 k ß,) YEYVIAVHT EVO Go 
as the ſame author hath expreſſed him- 
ſelf elſewhere, in language caſt as much 
out of the common way. 2 Tim. 2. 6. 
ro KOTI@UTa YEWEY Iv dei MAWTOY TWY NASTY (MET LACADAVE » 
Latine forſan haud inepte reddi poteſt: 
ſuo (juſto) W Juſtus fructus pro- 


Be it noted here, (as it eſcaped notice in 
due place, page 47. line 18.) that Eucracy, were 
the word familiar, would expreſs the force of 
"Tn in many paſlages of Holy Scripture. to 
mention one; Pſal. 62. 12. to Thee, O Lox, 
belongeth Mercy: (Eucracy; the execution of 


Juſtice:) for Thou rendereſt to every man ac- 
cording to his work.” 


( go ) 
venit.“ May not Phil. 1. 11. alſo be 
underſtood in the ſame manner, on the 
ſame principle? 77%, (be it noted, as 
it comes to mind,) Joel 2. 23. 1s evi- 
dently ju/ta menſura. 

What tranſpoſitions the ſenſe Lade to, 
create no difficulty. though they be 
not ſo manifeſt as EXpoaTNG S, "0 
forgetful hearer,” Or o1x0J0jun 7:55 Xetias, 9 the 
uſe of edifying'. And, to take away 
the ſeeming boldneſs of conſtruction, 
be it aſked; is not 22 ry THYG rornęias, 
Ebi. 6. 12. to be underſtood as if it 
were welhara rein,? So the margin: 
* wicked Spirits.“ and may not de 
X0TMIXCY, Heb. Q. 1. be deſigned to ſignify 
Toy &yoy 9010 ? or what is + Moy rev yara ? 
Every kind of Enallage is frequent in 
Holy Scripture. a ſignal inſtance oc- 
currs Rom. 6. 17. Utinam hi latices 
ſitim cieant in cœlis extinguendam! 
Amen. Faxit Dominus noſter Jxsus 
CHRISTUS |! 

What account the compilers of our 
Liturgy made of the doctrine of 
puted righteouſneſs is evident. inaf- 
much as in the whole compaſs of the 
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E 
book of Common Prayer not the leaſſ 
trace of it is to be ſeen. which indeed 
is the cauſe, why the finiſhed modern 
Hyper-Calviniſt * abhorrs that offering 
of the-Lory”: as favouring ſtrongly of 


felf-righteouſneſs, and being altogether 


built on what theſe ſharp- ſighted reli- 
gioniſts call © the Self-ju/hifying plan.“ 
What Solomon ſaid of ſtrife, © the be- 
ginning of it 18 as when one letteth out 
water,” 1s eminently true of the leaſt 
departure from that Form of /ound 
words,” (Sy: cunturun, unbloated,) which the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are bidden to 
hold faſt,” and to relate ny, as it 
„was once delivered to the Saints.” 
Surely it behoves all of us to © con- 
tend earneltly for the Faith of the Goſ- 
pel:” *in all things ſhewing ourſelves 
patterns of good works; in doctrine 


fhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſince— 


rity; ſound ſpeech, that cannot be con- 

demned ;* © in meeknels inſtructing 

thoſe that oppoſe themſelves”: and to 

be very diligent and loſe no time in in- 

ſtilling © the __ milk of the Word” 
2 | 


6:08. | 
into the lambs of the flock : leſt it be 
too late to think of guarding them 
againſt the contagion of © ſuch exſut- 
folate and blown ſurmiſes“, as are now 
current among ſerious people: when 
one adulteration of the truth makes 
way for another; when a Tillotſon is 
held in abhorrence, when a Beveridge 
hardly eſcapes the flames, when * the 
Baxterian Bible“ is as much deteſted 


by others as ever * the Grotian Re- 


ligion' was by him, when Walker's 
„ Chriſtian” is branded, as legal; when 
to read Doddridge's © Family Expoſi- 
tor” is called working out our own 
righteouſneſs, and his © Riſe and pro- 
greſs of religion in the ſoul” x peEvourt 
PATH TO HELL. And this, the voice 
of one diſtinguiſhed leader, is the ſen- 
timent of a very numerous band of 
followers. How then mult the offices 
of our Church be derided! And yet, 
molt ſtrange and unaccountable ! theſe 
men plead the Articles and Homilies of 
the Church of England. Either the 
Church or they have a marvellous fa- 
culty of ſelf-contradiction. The Deſk 
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ſpake notably againſt the Pulpit ſome 
years ago on occaſion of one extreme : 
it deſerves as well to be heard now, 
ſhould 1t proteſt as vehemently againſt 
another. | 

A few ſhort Collects, of great ſigni- 
ficance, if they do not put our adver- 
ſaries to the bluſh, (needs 1t to be ſaid, 
that the adverſaries here intended can 
only be the profeſt members of the 
Church of England? and let us alſo 


bluſh, and weep, and cry earneſtly in 


ſecret, my Brethren ;) may ſhew them, 
that they © know not, what manner of 
ſpirit they are of,” and add grace and 
ſtrength to this proluſion. 

O Gop, from whom all holy dehres, 
all good counſels, and all juft works do 
proceed; &c.“ 

O Lokp, our heavenly Father, 
grant, that this day——all our doings 
may be ordered by thy governance ; 
to do always that is righteous in thy 
light: &c.“ 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts 
are open, all defires known, and from 


whom no ſecrets are hidden; cleanſe 
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the thoughts of our hearts by the inſp1- 
ration of thy Holy Spirit ; that we may 
berfectly love thee, and worthuly magnify 
thy holy name: &c." 

* Almighty Gop, who haſt given thy 
only Son to be unto us both a Sacrifice 
for {in and alſo an EXAuTLE of godly 
life ; give us grace, that we may always 
moſt thankfully receive that his ineſti- 

| mable benefit, and alſo daily endea- 

vour ourſelves to follow the bleſſed 
ſteps of his molt holy life: &c.“ 

O Almighty Gor, who by thy Son 

Jzsvs CnurisrT didſt give to thy Apoſtle 

St. Peter many excellent gifts, and 

commandedſt him earneſtly to feed thy 

flock; make, we beſeech thee, all Bi- 

ſhops and Paſtors dil:gently to preach 

thy holy word, and the people obedi- 
ently to follow the ſame; that they 

may receive the crown of everlaſting 

glory: &c.“ | | | 

* OAlmighty Gop, who haſt inſtructed 

thy Church (muſt we not underſtand 

in all things needful”) by the hea- 

venly doctrine of thy Evangeliſt Saint 

- Mark; give us grace, that, being not 


36 
like children carried away with every 
blaſt of vain doctrine, we may be eſ— 
tabliſhed in the truth of thy holy Goſ- 
peil: Rc. 

O Lok, who haſt taught us, that all 
our doings without charity are nothing 
worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour 
into our hearts that moſt excellent giſt 
of charity; the very bond of peace, 
and of all virtues; without which who- 
ſoever liveth is counted dead before 
thee : &c.“ 

k An earneſt wiſh, © that the Loxp may 
h ſend forth able and ſkilful (otherwiſe 

they can hardly be faithful) labourers 
in the word and doctrine,” who may 
ſtop the progreſs of hereſy and ſchiſm, 
ſhall finiſh this Apology; as haſty, and 
(for every thing beſide the ſubject in 
debate) as unworthy of public notice, 
as the Letter to which it is prefixed. 


; ACTON? | 
8 May 8. 1766. I 
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TO THE KEE YC SS S005 


November 30. 1764. 


DEAR SIR, 


OU aſk me, © what I think of 
the common refuge, Sincerity ?” 
I dare ſay; nearly the ſame as you do. 


as a © refuge of hes.” The ſincerity of 


Inſidels and worldlings is hypocriſy and 
ſelfdeceit. But is any man Spiritual, 
inſtead of Carnal; Heavenly, inſtead 
of Earthly ; Godly, inſtead of ungodly ? 


Him I call Sincere. one whom the 


FATHER loves and hath loved, adopted 


and careſſed: need I ſay, hath accep- 


ted, or, voi accept, for CyrisT's ſake? 
The doctrine of © Imputation” I never 
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diſallowed. I ever thought, that I am 
juſtified, accounted righteous, only for 
the Merits of our Loxp and Saviour, 
JEsus CHRIST.” and“ Defervings!” 1 
know of nothing in myſelf but Hell- 
deſervings. It is as evident to me, as 
Scripture and common ſenſe can make 


it, that I owe all my Salvation, from 


firſt to laſt, to the Redemption which is 
in Jesus CuRIsT; to the Obedience of 
* the Wong made Fleſh.” 

The Righteoufneſs of CyR1sT ! what is 
it? a ſingular character: expreſſive of 
the Lamb of Gon, {lain (o take away 
the Sins of the World. The Divimty 
of Cuxisr, what is it? the grand qua- 
lification of the Redeemer of mankind. 
Suppoſe him not righteous, not ſinleſs, 
ſinfull; or (which is incomparably 
more,) not Gop, a Creature; what be- 


comes of the Propitiation? The Righ- - 


teouſneſs of ChRisr then, what is it? 
I anſwer: what is the Divinity of the 
man Cxr15T Jxsus? an eſſential requi- 
ſite in the perſon and Charadter of the 
Saviour. That this God became Man: 


(that This Man did not fin! what of 
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ihat?) that He endured all the infirmis 
ties, all the diltrefles of human nature! 
nay, * the contradiction of Sinners 
againſt Himſelf!” and, to complete all; 
having *© lumbled Himſelf thus far, be- 
came obedient unto Death, the death of 
the Croſs 8 Teis ey ETWNET 1, 10e TETEATOV, l 
TH 


Talk you of His fulſilling the Law 
for us? Scholaſtic hement. apage : 


(pace tua dixerim:) ne hilum quidem 


iſtiuſmodi in SS. repertum dederis. 
Gladly indeed do I wave and avoid all 


idle, vain, preſumptuous, audacious, 


human ratiocination about what reſts 
wholly on Divine wiſdom, for the fact, 
authority, for the relation; and referr 
you, in this alluſive way of ſpeaking, 
* to the Law, and to the Teſtimony.” 

and on this ground I take upon me to 
affirm, that Jesus, the bleiled JEsus, 
* fulfilled the _— of God for himjelf; of 
Moſes, as alſo of the Jewiſh State, cere- 
monies, and oy (even to the receiv 


ing Baptiſm of) and of the Roman 


Will you ſay, that the baptiſm of John was 
Divine | 5 Agree” d. Yet it bound not Jesus. He 


* 
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Government, (even to the paying tr1- 
bute which was not due :) for our exam- 
ple; that we likewiſe might be © ſubject 
to the Powers that be;” and finally, 
the /aw (decree, PN) of the Divine Oeco- 
nomy, in His incarnation, humiliation, 


Jatrsfattion, for us men, and for our 


3, 


Salvation.” Great account 1s made of 
Rom. 5. 18. I fee no more in it than 
this. 

What the man Jusus was obliged to 
do, as man, cannot be placed to our 
account. What more evident, than 
that, had he ſinned, he had wanted a 
Sacrifice for himſelf? What He did 
purely for us men, of that only can 
we reap the benefit. and what that 
is, is evident. all that He did, as the 
Meſſiah, all that He ſuffered, as the 


regarded the account which the Jews made of 
it. it was held a mark of Sanctity. therefore 
he conformed. to the Jews He became a 


-Jew.” Incredible is the philanthropy, Synca- 


tabaſis, Anthropopathy, of Gop, both viſible 


and inviſible. Well might Jusos lay, in this 
reſpect, «© He that hath ſeen Me, hath feen the 
Father.” See this exemplified in all the lan- 
guage of the Scripture, in all the hiſtory of the 
* Jews, in all the apices of the Moſaic legiſlation. 


5 


Redeemer. All that the Worn, the 
Wor incarnate, the man CnrisT JEsvs, 
did (or ſuffered, which 1s the fame) in 
that character, in that office, ſpecial, 
extraordinary, for our Salvation, (extra 
id, quod fieri oportebat, ne ipſe fieret 
peccator,) all 1s our's. by Faith. You 
alk not a detail of the particulars. I 
need not ſo much as mention the firſt. 
** That the Word was made fleſh!” 
there is a fund of imputation. 

Does the word %aiwps ſtick with you? 
Be pleaſed to obſerve, that in Scripture 
language * to do the will of Gop,' in any 
caſe to do the thing required is righiteouſ- 
neſs ; d Iau M, NPR: (Deut. 6. 25: 
24. 13.) the thing required and likewiſe 
the thing done dinaiaus (Rom. 8. 4: 5. 18. 
Heb. 9. 1. Rev. 19. 8.) and the doing 
of it 9:awo/m allo the appointment and 
acceptance of it, (be it on terms inex- 
preſſibly gracious; as thoſe of the Gol- 
pel;) likewiſe whatever is equitable, ſuit- 
able, or covenanted, 1s called in the New 
Teſtament 9:xwown. (Matt. 6. 93. Rom. 
9.21, Kc. 14+ 1x: 9. 30, 9415; 10. 9. 
Jam. 1. 20.) Jam. 9. 18. Kagros rig ute 
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runs (oxacs) RC. 2 Tim. 4. 8. 6 Ths N 
riavos. (Tis irayyinizs, probably. ) MTs, Pſal, 
24. 5. may be fo underſtood. or here, 
as in very many places of the Pſalms 
and Prophets, it ſignihes wmndzication, 
deliverance; ſuch as David experien- 
ced: ſuch as is expreſſed Pal. 41. 1. 
The Vene of the Seventy in the places 
cited only ſhews, that at the time of 
that verſion pow was often ſo under- 
flood. and this ſenſe of that word, as 
alſo of Jxwow, became (as you know) 
extremely familiar. They who catch 
at a word ſhould he aſked, what is 2 
Proſelyte of righteoufneſs ;” © trees of 
righteouſneſs ;” branch of righteouſ- 
neſs; likewiſe © Mammon of unrigh- 
teouſneſs; © ſacriſices of righteouſneſs; 
&c, &c. (Deut. 33. 19. Pal. 4. 5. Ja. 
49- 24.) what 14105, &c. (S r ν 0 
you remember it in Plato's Sympos. 
you are the filleſt, moſt likely perſon, 
Juſt the man I wanted, to tell me what 
Paſſed. ) what ju/ta oratio, &c. in La- 
tin; what © moſt Tghteoufly have de- 
ſerved,” in Engliſh: (% CurrtsT hath 
moſt Tighteoufly deſerved; ſuch is His 


* 
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*x<iwpz* that penitent believers fhould 


receive forgiveneſs of fins. *) what 
** your obſervation is ut; © his action 
is very 7/1”; and (the notion of exattneſs 
transferred to a point of time,) ** juſt as 
7 had finiſhed my Letter”? 

Fray, how do you underſtand © Endue 
thy Miniſters with righteouſneſs? Queſ- 
tionleſs, in the Pſalm referred to, (132. 
9, 16.) regard is had to the Prophetic 
language and Iſraelitic uſage: „ gar- 
ments of Praiſe, of Salvation” &c. * as 
tor his enemies; I ſhall clothe them with 
thame: &c.” * Succour and ſupport 
thy Servants”: * Clothe them as with 
the garments of Vindication and Suc- 
0 | 

Dear Sir, ever, while I live, I ſhall 
think it my duty to proteſt againſt ſuch 
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cd reg 6vyi Zxovres, May not one oppoſe to Rom. 
5. 18. Heb. 10.14? by one offering &c.“ 
I do not. Since writing the above I looked at 


the Sympoſium, in the Plato of Serranus: who 
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hoc enim à te efflagitat amiciliq off caum, (ally !) 


ut amici ( fodalis-18 the word;) ſermones referas. 


an intimate acquainiance was a very proper perſon — 
There lies the ratio. 
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language as this: © the righteouſneſs of 
CnuRi1sT imputed to a believer inſtead 
of his own”: „the want of a better 
righteouſneſs than our own”; © wherein 
to appear! either now or 1n that day”: 
** when we mult be juſtiſied as ungodly.” 
Yet, though inflexible in the point, 
ſurely I am, as all cn ,t, By ayary, 
very tractable in conceſſion. A ſort of 
Collect ſhall declare my notion of the 
duualoha, talk aſſigned, work required, (not 
untruely though unſafely called, be- 
cauſe vulgarly and horribly perverted,) 
righteouſneſs, meritorious righteouſneſs, 
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an other-guiſe teſt of obedience than 


that which was too hard for Adam. 

O almighty Gop, who of thy tender 
love towards mankind halt ſent thy Son, 
thy only begotten Son, into the world, 
to take upon him our fleſh; and in that 
condition to bear poverty and diſtreſs, 
hunger and thirſt, watchings and faſt- 
ings, wearineſs and painfulneſs; be in 
perils by his own countrymen, in perils 
among falſe brethren, be betrayed by 
one. diſciple, denied by another; and 


6 
finally, after having endured the tempta- 
tions of Satan, and the contradictions of 
Sinners, been arraigned as an impoſtor, 
and convicted as a blaſphemer, mocked, 
buffetted, ſcourged and ſpit '-on, crow- 
ned, robed, and ſceptred in deriſion, to 
ſuffer; the juſt for the unjuſt, the Sove- 
reign for his ſubjects, the King for re- 
bels, the Creator for ſinful creatures; 
to ſuffer death, even the death of the 
croſs; being crucified between two 
thieves, and held more infamous than 
either; to the intent that all believers, 
being juſtified by thy grace, in conſi- 
deration of his righteouſneſs, this obe- 
dience, this ineſtimable oblation (this 
aſtoniſhing humiliation, this incredible 
patience, this God- like condeſcenſion 
and long ſuffering) of that ſpotleſs 
Lamb, that Gop incarnate, (who was 
thus obedient to thy counſel and his re- 
ſolution, to thy Will and his conſent, 
to thy appointment and his choice, that 


all who believe in him) ſhould follow. 


his example ; in all lowlineſs of mind, 


in all humbleneſs and meekneſs, in all 
I 
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patience and ſelf-denial, in all dutiful 
and chearful obedience, in all brotherly 
love and kindneſs to each other; O thou 
incomprehenſibly great and good Gop ! 
mercifully grant, that we may ſo follow 
his example, in every point of imitation, 
as to partake of his recompenſe, at the 
reſurrection of the juſt; through the me- 
rits and interceſſion of the ſame gracious 
advocate and powerful mediator, JIxsus 
CuR1sT the vig⁴teous. Amen. 

Be pleaſed to note, that nTeeawnru— 
ww hang well together in conſtruc— 
tion; and, if ſundered, have an apt 
coherence. The omiſſion of the Article 


(5) though never a proof, yet hath 


ſometimes, as here, a very ſignifi- 
cant look. nor (if taken apart from 
Taro) can I underitand 4%: in this 
place, nor almoſt in any place of Scrip- 
ture, otherwiſe than as comprehenſive of 
all moral goodneſs; (in Gop abſolute, 
in man with due rebatements;) and: 
peculiarly exprefhve of what Moraliſts 
call diſtributive juſtice : no leſs in the 
favourable, than in the dreadful, no- 
tion of Divine interpoſition. yea, 
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1 
chiefly in the views of benignity; con- 
ſtantly of equity. ſo as that the ſame 
ſtroke brought relief, reſcue, vindicalion, 
to the ſuffering, endangered, oppreſſed, 
which inflicted vgrgeance on the oppreſ- 
ſor. There 15not a text in Scripture, 
dubious or indubious, of the interpreta- 
tion of which I am more aſſured, than 
I am, that du, and Fray, Rom. 3. 21, 
26. & quæ ſequuntur & quæ interve- 
niunt omnia, referr ſimply (while they 
declare the aſtoniſhing Mercy; agreea- 
bly this too to the benzgn, comprehen- 
{ive ſenſe of righteouſneſs ;) to the moral 
truth, Equity, impartiality, of the Divine 
procedure in the adminiſtration of 7uf- 
tice, whether ſevere or gracious. In like 
manner, you ſhall find, that amongſt 
the ancient Greexs and Romans dies, 
Juſtus, equns, (if it have no reſtriction 
annexed,) always leans, if I may ſay 
ſo, to the ide of Ann. © pauci, quos 
equus amavit Jupiter,“ &c.———Here, 
in St. John's epiitle, I can eaſily under- 
ſtand by {##:z» ever ready to plead for, 
vindicate, and, as need {hall be, (and 
therefore alſo repreſented ſtanding at 
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the right hand of Goo, as in act) to 
ſuccour * them that are grieved, or 
tempted, howſoever. 

Doubtleſs, you have ſeen the preface 
to Mr. Venn's © Duty of Man.” Be that 
production, as alſo the work it intro- 
duces, ever ſo valuable, ever ſo uſeful, 
it has that uſual overſight, of confound- 
ing the moral character, (the ſpotleſs 
innocence, the finlefs obedience, the 
perfect righteouſnefs,) with the merits, 
the peculiar, tranſcendent obedience, of 
Cuxis Tr. which could hardly eſcape 
your obſervation. And, if I miſtake 
not, there is great want of preciſion in 
the manner, in which he ſpeaks of 
Works, and of © Sincerity.” 

You know, what exceptions I have 
to make to a man's being“ inveſted 
with a righteouſneſs exiſting in the per- 
ſon of JEsus CHRIST.“ 

I deny, as you know, that r:g/hteouſne/s 
can be transferred: or any works; but 


So, in a paſſage of Menander; cited by 
Spencer : (de legg. Hebb.) 
Toy dαjẽ dei Je 
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thoſe of Supererogation. True: (if that 


thought occurrs;) the whole Life of 
CHRIST was a work of Supererogation. 
the whole Life of CuRISsH therefore may 
be transferred. This I acknowledge. 
and in this I rejoice. the righteouſneſs 
of His perſon cannot. no, nor the Di- 
vinity of it. What this righteous, this 
Divine perſon did or ſuffered for us, is all, 
as I have explained myſelf at large, a 
matter of imputation * Dependence 
therefore on that righteouſneſs, wrought 
out by Him for Behevers, as appointed 
of Gop for Sinners to truſt in, is the 
precious Faith of the Goſpel.” All 
this,” as ſaid Sarah, Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough, J know to be true.” but when 
that Author, agreeably to the notion 
he has formed of a per/onal righteouſ- 
neſs, imputable, or transferable, from 
one to others, fets forth this Propoſition, 
(aptly enough, as the concluſion of his 
premiſes,) © Dependence on that righ- 
teouſneſs, as wrought out by Him for 
Believers, and appointed of Gop for 
Sinners to truſt in, is the precious Faith 
of the Goſpel,” I ftand amazed. næ, 
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ego deſipio immane quantum, vel is 
tota errat via. * At ab eodem angulo, 
quem acutiſſimum dixeris, fit drvorti- 5 
um.” Fit. 

But I wave this capital, and now 
ſtale, objection. I contend not; that the 
| fempleſt Faith in the Redeemer will beft 
| * anſwer the exigence of the greateſt 
ſinner” © at the hour of death.” but, I 
confeſs, it grieves me, that there ſhould 
be the leaſt inconſideration, the ſmalleſt 
inaccuracy, when the momentous truths 
of the Goſpel are the ſubject of inquiry. 
To put any thing for Goſpel, which is 
not! wyynilcoda rap d wayyerio9n | «© Add 
thou not unto His words : leſt thou be 
found a har.” how needful the cauti- 
on, how dreadful the admonition! Yet 
furely the reaſoning or language 1s faul- 
ty here; or both. The words are, no- 
thing elſe muſt be the ground of our : 
confidence towards Gop.” no other” * 
Faith, unqueſtionably. and that is it of | 
| which he ſpake. it follows, however: 
0 * Not Works.” To me here is no cohe- 

rence. This is not arguing. I will not 
" puſh this matter. For, if the incon- 
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gruity be not ſeen, it cannot be ſhewn, 

Again, it is urged : “ Not Sincerity.“ 
The ſame objection, for the ſame flaw, 
lies here. But, waving this, What do 
I hear ? © Not Sincerity” © the gracious 
condition of the New Covenant”! 
* Then 1s all preaching vain: and all 
Faith is alſo vain.” The law of per- 
fect obedience” expired, as I take it, at 
the Fall of Adam. To me this is fo 
*© evident,” that to have “ mentioned” 
it expreſsly would have been holding a 
Candle to the Sun. Thereafter, I ap- 
prehend, the Covenant of Grace took 
place. and this principle along with it : 
* 1t is required according to that a man 
hath; and not according to that he 
hath not.“ 

* But the law of Moſes'—What have 
you or I to do with the law of Moſes? * 


The Law of Moſes is the Law of Gop,”' The 
law of Moſes was a law of Gop, relative. Is it 
therefore the Law of Gon, abfolute ? Is there no 
difference between a law national, temporal and 
temporary, and a Law univerſal, eternal, and 
everlaſting? And here I ſtand amazed at this 
other ſource of jargon and jangling. Pardon me, 
Dear Sir, if I am fo unhappy as to differ from 
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To cut the matter ſhort; I, aſk, can 
any thing be accepted at our hands in 
lieu of perfect obedience ; which is im- 
poſſible ? If not, we periſh inevitably. 
If any thing ſhort of perfect obedience 


you. The bleſſed Gop knoweth, how ſincerely 
and ſolicitouſly, how diſintereſtedly and unpre- 
judicedly, I ſeek the truth. 

And to whom ſhould I unboſom myſelf, and 
diſcloſe my inmoſt thoughts, be they ever ſo 
abſurd and ſinful, but to a Friend to whom I 
pay the greateſt deference? The mention of 
them, in this view, is not arrogance, but ac- 
knowledgement. Wherefore, (to uſe the words 
of Shakeſpear) 

Sith I'm entred in this cauſe ſo far, 

© Prick'd to't by honeſty and love” of Truth, 

J will go on”. 

* Vide, audi, judica' is the motto of a ring, 
which a Clergyman gave me thirty three years 
agoe. Few ſtand to conſider a matter thoroughly. 
May I be found to have profited by this inti- 
mation. 

Could it well be imagined, (thus have I rea- 
ſoned with myſelf;) that the epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans bears ſuch an aſpect; I marvel, how any 
man can perſuade himſelf, that the epiſtle to the 
Galatians furniſhes arguments for the perpetui- 

or univerſality of the law of Moſes. Is it 
written, CyrisT hath redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law”? and that law is the law of 
Moſes. Granted, moſt undeniably, that law 


(- 2 
can be accepted of Gop from us, it 
muſt be *© Sincerity.” This pepper- 
corn, ſcanty as it is, is all the acknow- 
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is the law of Moſes. Therefore manifeſt it is, 
that you or I, Gentiles, never were, or could 
be, ſubje& to that law: unleſs we had been 
circumciſed, and expreſsly came into it. How 
then can we be redeemed from the curſe of a 
law, to which we never were ſubject? And 
what is that curſe ? not the extreme malediction 
of that Law of God, which reaches all mankind. 
not „the worm, which dieth not; nor * the 
fire, which never ſhall be quenched.” But 
what is the curſe? © Curſed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree.” and doth not every ſylla- 
ble of this curſe argue it to be ſpecial? and be 


the puniſhment ever ſo dreadful, it terminates 


in preſent, corporal ſuffering ; it hath nothing 
to do with Death Eternal. But this betoken- 

ed a heavier vengeance.” Is it denied, that a 
ſorer vengeance is due to fin? The point is; 
what the law of Moſes denounces; and to whom. 
To the ſubjects of that law, and of His legiſlati- 
on. to Jews: not to Gentiles. Who may not 
ſee, that thoſe four verſes (Gal. g. 10—13.) 
ſtand apart; in a parentheſis? the connettion 
being moſt remarkably entire without them ; 
and the argument deſigned by the Apoſtle purely 
to confute the arrogant pretenſions of his coun- 
trymen ; who flattered themſelves, that ther 
obſervance of the law of Moſes entitled them to 
juſtification of Life,” | 


BW. 


legement we have to give to the Loxp 
of life and death, temporal and eter- 
nal. 

Does this Author fay ; * Fazth in the 
righteouſneſs, or perfect obedience, of 
CHrr1sT is the only thing, or condition, 
which Gop will accept from man : be- 
cauſe * perfect obedience is the only 
obedience Gop will accept from man“? 
Why, herein lies the incoherence of 
his difcourſe; and conſequently the 
incongruity of the remark, together 
with the falſehood of the allertion. For 
I fay again: Not Sincerity the condi— 
tion of our acceptance with Goy” ! (Be 
pleaſed to obſerve : Faith in the Redeemer 
is out of the queſtion. This fuppoſed,) 
is not Sincerity “a juſt ground of con- 
dence towards Gop”? Then nothing 
can be. again I ſay: if this be nat ac- 
cepted at our hands, nothing can be. 
The perfect obedience of Jrsus, you 
are ſenſible, is nothing to the purpoſe. 
Be this what it may; it is available only 
to the Sincere. Humble, fincere, or 
penitent is, in effect, the ſame; in the 
caſe of a Sinner, pleading * the Re- 
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demption, which is in Jxsus.“ I aſk 
moreover : Is any obedience yet re- 
quired at our hands? aſter that, which 
Cur1sT hath paid? Doubtleſs: ſuch as 
we can perform. and this can be no 
other than ſincere. Sincere obedience 
therefore is required at our hands. Sin- 
cere obedience therefore will be ac- 
cepted of Gop from us. (for CRIST's 
ſake always underſtood.) Thou Gop 
of all truth and goodneſs, guide thy 
ſervants evermore in the way of truth 
and peace. 


N. B. The writer made a point of not 
altering or adding any thing: being 
unable to new-mould this production, 


puny as it eis; or to faſhion any as he 


would. 

He gladly courts diſgrace with many. 
and offenſe with more, while he hopes, 
that ſome may be put on ſeeking the 
Truth, with pure affection,” a fingle 
eye, and humble ſpirit. 

Still he ponders with himſelf, how 
vehemently ſome will accuſe him, as 

| K 2 


( 76 ) 
guilty of atrocious outrage; as adding 
drunkenneſs to thirſt, in the wanton- 
neſs of proud conjecture. What reply 
ſhall he make? He hath but one. His 
heart condemns him not.“ Let his life 
and converſation be ſcanned of all time 
paſt. Was he ever known to trifle with 
the authority of the ſacred pages? doth 
he now? For aught 'appears in the 
heavieſt part of the charge, may not 
his delight be in the Law of the Lozp, 
and all the day long his ſtudy in it'? 
Doth he ſo much as bring into queſtion 
any article of Faith? Ves. wmputed 
T1ghteouſneſs. There, in the face of the 
molt reſpectable adverſaries, he ſmiles. 
Pardon he begs of the judicious for 
whatever 1s obſcure or uncouth or de- 
fective or prolix. 
Non ſum neſcius, quantam &c. 

Omnia præcepi. 

„Selfdenial, mortification, and taking 
up the croſs, and being [of our own 
accord, inaſmuch as we do that reſo- 
lutely for which we are ſure of being 
cenſured and condemned; even for 
things right in themſelyes, and, in the 
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circumſtances in which they were done, 
requiſite; is a very wholeſome part of 
diſcipline.” [Life of Dr. Doddridge.] 
The bright part of this conduct this 
writer acknowleges not to belong to 
him. he 1s ſure, that he hath done 
many a fooliſh thing with a very good 
meaning. The darker part of the ſtory 
is applicable enough to him. This very 
ſalutary kind of penance he is not un- 
acquainted with. often hath he diſ- 


patched a letter on this principle. The 


moment he felt, that intereſt (if any 
could be thought of) was renounced, 
and vainglory or fond deſire of eſteem 
mortified, the ſcale was turned. it 
ſhall go.“ So be it now. 

To remove, however, all diſguſt, (if 
it be poſſible, where prejudice is ſtrong;) 
on the peruſal of this ſorry piece, the 
writer humbly aſks the pious reader, 
why he 1s offended. His heart, he is 
conſcious, is with every behever: and 
readily aſſents to that Apoſtolic denun- 
ciation; „If any man love not the 
Lorxr Jesus CuR1sT, let him be ana- 
thema.“ 


81 

Still, as it may well be, doth any one 
upbraid him with perſonal worthleſſneſs 
and demerit, and ſay; Shall a Grotius 
or an Uſher in his lateſt hours lament 
his omiſſions heavily, when. he had no 
blacker crime to charge himſelf with, 
and doth he dare to * ſtand” in ls own 
righteouſneſs before the Holy LORD 
Gop“ his anſwer is: he hath no rig/h- 


teouſneſs.” ſuch as he is ſuppoſed to 


plead. he is afflicted much with the 
ſenſe of his great unrighteoujne/s. Ne- 
vertheleſs, he knows of no other righte- 
ouſneſs, no other character, in which he 
is or can appear, but his own. and, 
laden as he is with iniquity,” © having 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
ſet before him”, his comfort is, © he 
knows Whom he hath beheved.” and 
being, as he truſts, pure in heart, in 
ſuch meaſure as Gop will accept for 
CHRisTs ſake, he rejoices more than 
trembles at the thought, that he muſt 
appear before the judgement-ſeat of 
CuRIs T, to receive according to that 
he hath done.” All his creed, fo far 
* asrelates to pardon and acceptance in 
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this or in That Day, is comprized in 
the daily Abſolution of our Church; 
which he thinks well worthy of (that 
painful taſk) his tranſcribing, and of 
the reader's conſidering very atten- 
tively. 

* Almighty Gop, the Father of our 
Lorp JESsus CHRIST, who defireth not 
the death of a ſinner, but rather, that 


he may turn from his wickedneſs, and 


live; and hath given power and com- 
mandment to his miniſters to declare 
and pronounce to His people, being 
penitent, the abſolution and remiſhon 
of their ſins; He pardoneth and abſol- 
veth ALL THEM WHO TRULY REPENT, 
AND UNFEIGNEDLY BELIEVE His HoLy 
GosrtL. Wherefore let us beſeech 
Him, to grant us true repentance, and 
His Holy Spirit: that thoſe things may 
pleaſe Him which we do at this preſent; 
and that the reſt of our life hereafter 
may be pure and holy: ſo that at the 
laſt we may come to His eternal joy, through 
J=sus CHRIST our LORD. Amen.“ 
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